





Community Groups that offer Meals 


1. Bissell Centre 

10527-96 Street - 423-2285 

Monday to Friday — 9:30 a.m. 

- sandwiches 

Friday — 9:45 a.m. — sandwiches 

3. Inner City Pastoral Ministry 

at The Bissell Centre - 424-7652 

Snacks after Sunday Service 

- 12:00 to 1:00 

4. Christ Church 

12116-102 Avenue ~ 488-1118 

Every 3rd Saturday — 5:00 p.m. meal 

5. Herb Jamieson Centre 

10014 -105A Avenue — 429-3470 

For men not on assistance 

Monday to Friday 7:00 to 7:45 a.m. breakfast 

12:00 — 12:45 p.m. — lunch 

3:00 to 5:45 p.m. — supper 

Weekends 11:00 — 11:45 a.m. - breakfast 
4:00 — 4:45 p.m. — supper 

5. Hope Mission - 422-2018 

Daily 7:00 to 7:45 - breakfast 

Noon - lunch 

3:00 to 6:45 - supper 

7. House of Refuge Mission 

10339-95 Street 

Daily - 8 p.m. — meal 


8. Marian Centre 
10536-98 Street - 424-3544 
Daily except Wednesdays 
12:00 to 12:45 p.m. meal 
Closed from the 27th of each month to the Ist 
8. The Mustard Seed 
10635-96 Street — 426-5600 
Monday to Friday — 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. supper 
Saturday — 5 p.m. - supper 
Zero tolerance of alcohol 
10. Operation Friendship 
9526-106 Avenue — 429-2626 
Monday to Friday — 9:00 a.m. — breakfast 
Monday to Sunday — 12 noon — lunch 

5:00 p.m. — supper 
For seniors over 55 only 
11. Red Road Healing Centre — 471-3220 
Friday - 12:00 to 1:00 p.m. — soup and bannock 
12. Salvation Army 
9620-101 Avenue- 429-4222 
Fridays — 7:30 a.m. to 8:00 a.m. — breakfast 
13. St Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
9606-110 Avenue — 426-1122 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, 7:00 
a.mBreakfast 


14. St. Faith’s Anglican Church - 

parish hall 

11725-93 Street — 477-5931 

Thursday — 12:00 noon — soup 

Saturday — 8:30 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. —breakfast 
3rd Friday of the month — 7:00 p.m. — supper 
15. Emmaus Church 

5015- 144 Avenue — 275-1647 

Monday — 4:45 to 6:00 p.m. — meal 

16. Women’s Emergency Accommodation 
Centre 

9611-101A Avenue — 423-5302 

Meals for women staying at the shelter. 

If not, bag lunch is given 

17. Edmonton Orthodox Reformed Church 
1161- 95 A Street — 479-1860 

Thursdays, 6:25 p.m. soup 

18. Robertson Wesley United Church 
10209-123 Street 482-1587 

Second Saturday of each month 

January to November, 5:00 p.m. meal 

19, Jasper Place Health and Wellness Centre 
15210 — Stoney Plain Road — 481-4001 
Mondays — 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. — meal 

20. One Accord Bible Fellowship Church 
10802 — 93 Street — 425-6310 

Saturdays, 10:00 to 1:00 p.m. meals 


dave you witnessed an act of violence against a homeless person, or been homeless, and a victim of violence? 
f so, please fill out the form below and return to Edmonton Street News, 9533-106A Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta, TSH 0S9 


Yame of peron or persons involved (if known) 
Where did the incident occur 


date __ Time 
Nhat happened 
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Code of Ethics 


Edmonton Street News reserves the 
right to refuse publication of any arti- 
cle and or ad at the discretion of the 
board of Edmonton Street News 
Society. 


We will not trivialize 
poverty in any way. 


We practice sound journalism with 


respect to FOIP legislation and 
respect for the privacy of the persons 
portrayed in stories and 


shotographs. 
I g 


The views presented in this publica- 
tion are those of the writers. 



































Sharon Spencer, Linda Dumont | 


Harper spins agate for: 
the G20 

(but too many 
Aboriginal Canadians 
still face a cold winter 
on the streets) 


Allan Sheppard 


Allan Sheppard is a freelance writer and editor, 
and a volunteer writer for Edmonton Street News. 
As a pensioner, he finds himself from time to time 
on the edge of poverty and homelessness. As a 
self-appointed community elder, he thinks and 
worries about the needs of children, youth, par- 
ents and others who face lives of poverty and 
inadequate education in the midst of unprece- 
dented wealth. 





“I took possession of Baffin Island for 
Canada in the presence of several Eskimo, 
and after firing nineteen shots I instructed 
an Eskimo to fire the twentieth, telling him 
he was now a Canadian. 

“Joseph-Elzéar Bernier, mariner, claiming 
the Arctic archipelago for Canada on July 1, 
1909 and doing it in an imaginative ceremony 
of his own devising...” 

(John Robert Colombo’s Famous Lasting 
Words, Douglas & McIntyre, 2000) 

“We (Canada) also have no history of 
colonialism.” 

Prime Minster Stephen Harper, answering 
a question at a press conference following a 
recent meeting of the G20 group of industrial 
nations, in Pittsburgh, U.S.A. 25 September 
2009. 

(Story from Reuters published online by 
several Canadian newspapers, 26 September 
2009.) 

The first quotation describes an event 
that took place barely more than a century 
before Prime Minister Harper had his 15 
minutes in the world economic sun at 
Pittsburgh. The second a bizarre exercise in 
the colonial arts of discovering, civilizing, and 
appropriating the land of an indigenous 
Canadian people; the episode was recounted 
before members of the Empire Club of 
Canada (!) in 1926. 

How little we remember. How quickly we 
forget. 

Did the prime minister suffer a brain 
cramp and misspeak? Was he trying to spin 
the wool over the eyes of members of a colo- 
nial-industrial old boys’ club? Was he giddy 
knowing that Canada-had been chosen by 
the other old boys (with apologies to 
Germany’s Angela Merkel) for the dubious 
honour of hosting the next G20 summit in 
2010? 

We don’t know, and the PM’s PR machine 
will do everything it can to make sure we 
never know. 

But we know this: Mr. Harper is wrong. 
He knows he is wrong. 

Harper might not know about silly cha- 
rades in northern and western parts of our 
country after 1867, but he knows about the 
mistreatment of Canada’s Aboriginal peoples 
under the infamous residential schools pro- 
gram. He apologized for that undeniably colo- 
nial episode in our history just last year. 

So why is the prime minister in denial? 
Why are Canadians in denial? Why is it that 
virtually the only voices raised in our media 
against PM Harper’s ill-considered statement 
(outside the online rabble.ca) have come from 
Aboriginal leaders and commentators? Why 
is it that Canada under Prime Minister 
Harper is one of a small group of countries 
(including the United Kingdom, the United 
States, Australia, and New Zealand, all of 
them tarred in one way or another with the 
broad brush of colonialism) that have refused 
to sign the United Nations Declaration on the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples? 

Indian Affairs Minister Chuck Strahl says 
the declaration is "unworkable in a Western 
democracy under a constitutional govern- 
ment." (Native rights declaration inconsistent 
with legal tradition: Strahl, National Post, 13 
September 2007.) Whose constitution does 
he mean, exactly? And how was that consti- 
tution agreed by Canada’s indigenous peo- 
ples, some of whom like the Inuit have never 
formally given up title? (They have given up 
de facto control, but that is a different, colo- 
nialist, matter.) 

Minister Strahl says there needs to bea 
balance between individual rights and group 


rights, and that balance has to be “negotiat- 
ed” under our constitution. So why aren’t we 
negotiating, already? Why are my friends of 
the Taku River Tlingit First Nation, in north- 
western B.C., still waiting, after more than a 
century, to negotiate a balance between their 
individual and collective rights and the indi- 
vidual and collective rights of the rest of 
Canada? Why are the Lubicon Cree of 
Northern Alberta still waiting? 

I don’t pretend it is easy for Canada to 
negotiate the necessary balances in every 
case, in every corner of the country. I don’t 
know if it is even possible in some cases. But 
I insist it is impossible to negotiate and agree 
in good faith if we deny that the 
problem - colonialism and its attendant imbal- 
ances of power and privilege - exists in our 
relationships with Aboriginal Canadians; if 
we deny that our Aboriginal people do not, 
and never really did, have the (indigenous) 
right to negotiate certain key provisions. 

Minister Strahl says the prime minister 
really meant that Canada does not have a 
history of external colonialism in his (m)ad 
lib response in Pittsburgh. Maybe not direct- 
ly. But indirectly, Canada has fought in sup- 
port of acknowledged colonial powers in 
major and minor wars since the Boer War 
near the end of the nineteenth century. 

Those wars were against other colonial 
powers or would-be colonial powers. There 
were some lousy jobs to do, and somebody 
(meaning us, among others) had to do them. 
Fine: They were still colonial wars and colo- 
nialist jobs. And Canadians are generally 
proud to have done them. Consider the way 
we still celebrate killing and being killed at 
Vimy Ridge, now almost a century ago. 

Let me be clear: I am proud to be 
Canadian. I believe, to rework a quotation 
from that great British colonialist Winston 
Churchill, that Canada has one of the worst 
forms of government in the world 
today - except for most of the others that have 
been or are being tried elsewhere. But we 
can and must do better. And we must begin 
by acknowledging our shortcomings as hon- 
estly as we proclaim our strengths at home 
and on the world stage. 





with’ ae Hundreds of bed ae oaee 





had my first fumigation the bugs returned 
with a vengeance. Can you imagine oe 
up with over 100 bed bugs near or on a 
pillow? 

_ That happeved to me about 2 weeks ago. 
As well I had 54 bed bug bites on one leg 
alone. | was quite upset. 

They even traveled with me. As Iwas. 
bicycling one day, I saw a bed bug on my 
leg. I realized I could be spreading bed pues 

At last, after over a month, the landlord — 
ordered another fumigation. It took me about 
three hours to move all of my furniture one 
foot from the wall, empty all the dresser draw- 
ers and bag all of my clothes and Carry oe 
them outside. 

I was cautioned not to go into my suite 
for eight hours. I spent over $20 doing more — 
than ten loads of laundry after transferring _ 
them in a shopping cart to the Laundromat. © 

I’m so glad the bugs are gone but I want 
to make sure they don’t reappear. On the — 
Internet I read that there are some things as 
person can do. One is to use dapha 
earth, sprinkled on and around the bed. 

By Pedro Schultz 






















Survival on the street: Hi. How are you 
doing? My name is Chris. Diane Wood and I - 
have lived on the streets for 12 years. We : 
have been through thick and thin. Twice we 
just about burnt up. We had candles lit t to ee 
keep us warm in the car where we Werer a 
sleeping. 
We pick bottles and banbendic to get cote 
something to eat or coffee. Sometimes we 
find food that is good to eat in the bins. Ont 
the street you have to have friends to watch 
over you. Life is so unpredictable you just © 
can't depend on the shelters. f 
I was introduced to Edmonton Street _ 
News by Glen Dumont. People recognize me _ 
as trying to get by. Some people tell me to” 
get ajob. How can I? I don’teven havea 
place. Today it’s not an easy life, but we a > 
have to try our best to get by. ee 
By Christopher Robbilard. 
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Stand u 


In 2006 the United Nations Millennium 
Campaign (UNMC) and the world’s largest 
civil society coalition, the Global Call to 
Action Against Poverty (GCAP), came together 
to develop what has become one of the most 
mobilizing events in history. 

In 3 short years the event has gone from 
amassing 23.5 million people in 2006 to 43.5 
million in 2007 and nearly 2% of the world’s 
population at 116.9 million in 2008! 

The Stand initially started as a one day 
event on October 17th which is, fittingly, the 
International Day for the Eradication of 
Poverty. In 2008 the event changed to a three 
day mobilization around October 17th to help 
reach out to a greater demographic of people 
worldwide. 

The message conveyed by the event is a 
political one aimed to generate the political 
will to end poverty and achieve the 
Millennium Development Goals by 2015. 
With six dwindling years remaining and an 
economic meltdown looming it is crucial that 
a powerful message promoting not just rheto- 
ric but action be voiced by as many nations 
and people as possible hence the theme 
“Stand Up, Take Action”. 

To help promote the message, UNMC has 
partnered with Guinness World Records to 
officially document and verify the reported 
numbers so as to set the world record on the 
largest worldwide mobilization for a single 
cause. The record was set in 2008 by over 
130 nations at 116, 993, 629 people, 75,814 
of which came from Canada. 

There were several small Stand events at 
the University of Alberta and _ within 
Edmonton that occurred in the first year of 
2006, but in 2007 a group of committed stu- 
dents began planning a large 
central event in the heartland of 
the University of Alberta cam- 
pus. 

The large central Stand of 
2007 was hosted by the student | 
group Make Poverty History ' 
(MPH) and Engineers Without 
Borders (EWB) but was also 
used to strengthen a new 17 
member coalition of social jus- 
tice groups on the UofA campus. The event 
consisted of 5 weeks of planning, one stage 
and tent, 20 tables for group displays, a 30 
foot banner, and a Poverty March from the 
Main Quad to a pumpkin drop finale to smash 
poverty with a 100 foot crane, decrepit van, 
and 500 pound inedible pumpkin. 

The Stand of 2007 achieved its goal of 
being the largest in Edmonton as well as one 
of the largest student organized events on 
the UofA campus for the 2007-2008 academ- 
ic year. The official number of people counted 
towards the Guinness record had been 441 
while the EWB pumpkin drop finale attracted 
upwards of 1000 people to Varsity Field. 
Approximately 15 groups attended. 

Stand 2008 developed through 5 months 
of planning with a heavy focus on recruiting 
more groups from Edmonton abroad to 
attend and share their work of ending pover- 
ty. MPH, EWB and the solidified Student 
Umbrella for Social Justice coalition (SUSJ) 
organized the event in a similar vein as in 
2007 except with the major innovation of 
providing tents for what would become 
known as the Sphere Network. 

The Sphere Network is based on the idea 
of the Make Poverty History campaign being 
designed for and relevant to the major 
spheres of society. In 2008, six spheres were 
focused on: Academics, Labour Unions, 
Businesses, Faith Groups, NGO’s/Grassroots 
and Politicians. Groups fighting poverty in 
these spheres were researched and invited to 
the event where a large tent would house 
their displays with a clear marking of what 
sphere that tent represented. 

Stand 2008 sent shock waves through 




















the UofA and Sphere Network. With thou- 
sands of invitations, 22 rapid fire speeches, 
55 groups, 10 politicians from city council- 
lors to Members of Parliament, 324 registered 
Guinness Record participants, a 6 week 
intensive Critical Mass awareness initiative 
involving countdown clocks, classroom 
speeches, chalking, postering, whiteboarding, 
opinion articles, and wrapping nearly every 
tree in a highly visible MPH whiteband on 
the central UofA campus, the Stand became 
difficult to ignore even amongst an apathetic 
and busy midterm season for stu- 
dents. Extensive media coverage 
was garnered from Global TV, CTV, 
Edmonton SUN, Edmonton 
Journal, Express News, CJUSR 
radio, the central UofA campus 
newspaper and several other out- 
lets. Encouragingly, the Stand of 
2008 had attracted high school stu- 
dents from as far away as Grand 
Prarie Alberta. 

Coupled with the new worldwide 
Guinness Record for the most people to 
stand against poverty, 116.9 million, the 
Stand 2008 centred at the UofA encouraged 
people to take action in ending poverty and 
inequality by achieving the Millennium 
Development Goals. After the Stand of 2008, 
one prominent action inspired was the cre- 
ation of a high level Social Justice Committee 
mandated directly into the Uof A Students’ 
Union, an initiative previously rejected in 
2007. 

There is the given impression across 
Edmonton that a great deal is being done to 
end poverty locally and particularly abroad. 
The Sphere Network serves to seek out with 
clarity if this is true, and to ensure, if it is 
not, that it will be. First, a comprehensive 
database of local poverty organizations will 
be built making such distinctions as which 
ones are locally or globally focused so as to 
begin building the foundation of the Sphere 
Network. The database will be divided into 
the major spheres of society so far including, 
as of 2009, 8 spheres: Academics, Labour 
Unions, Faith Groups, Government 
Organizations, Media, NGO/Grassroots, 
Businesses and Politicians. 

Some of the most active groups in each 
sphere (that have a presence of some form in 
Edmonton), were invited to set up displays 
under an outdoor tent clearly marked as 
their sphere. Information displayed will 
answer how each group is working to make 
poverty history and achieve the Millennium 
Development Goals with a heavy focus on 
ending the unacceptable child poverty in 
Canada and extreme poverty across the 


Vendor Dale Ferris, one of the poor in Edmonton, 
History, October 16 at the University of Alberta campus. Earlier about 500 people on campus 
knelt down and repeated a pledge to make poverty history. They were just one small link in 
the worldwide chain of people making the same pledge. 


Against Poverty 
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stands in front of a booth at Make Poverty 


world. Each group should include informa- 
tion pertaining to the above, with elements 
on what that group has accomplished in the 
past, what they are doing now, and what 
they are planning tfor the future. 


Make Poverty History held at 
Univeristy 
At the 2009 event, there was a stage at the 
very centre, with the eight tents representing 
the Sphere Network forming a staggered 
semi-circle around it. 

As in previous years, the Students’ Union 
President was present to lend his support for 
the event and the cause, and the the univer- 
sity president Indira Samarasekera led the 
reading of a pledge asking for politicians to 
take immediate and concrete steps to eradi- 
cate poverty and the ‘kneeling and standing 
up’ motion. . The Strathcona area Member of 
Parliament Linda Duncan spoke on behalf of 
the Government of Canada, and speakers 
represented each of the sheres. Edmonton 
Street News editor Linda Dumotn spoke on 
behalf of media sphere. 

The event wrapped up with a symbolic 
guesture - a 500 pound inedible pumpkin 
dropped by a 100 foot crane on to a decrepit 
van, as hundreds of people bellowed simultane- 
ously, ‘MAKE POVERTY HISTOY! 


Letter to the Editor 


Provincial opposition Leader David 
Swann suggested recently that Premier Ed 
Stelmach would rather save money than 
patients. This is not true. A person who 
wants to save money does not delay essential 
repairs to the roof of their house because 
they want to go on a holiday to Las Vegas 
instead. A person bent on saving would 
know better than to hire total incompetents 
and reward them with huge bonuses and 
severance packages. 

Only a person with Stelmach's vision 
would engage in de-regulation of utilities, 
and building expensive electrical transmis- 
sion lines when proof of their need is not evi- 
dent. Only an Alberta Tory could say 
Private /Public/ Participation in public works 
can reduce debt because you are left with a 
lease payment instead of a debt. 

The truth is no one can spend money 
like the Alberta Tories, but the Alberta Tories 
just cannot get any return on their "invest- 
ments" no matter how many coupons they 
clip. The Alberta Tories can be accused of 
many things, but saving money is not one of 
them. 


Bob Borreson 
Bon Accord AB 


ee 
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Health board condemns House of Refuge Mission but mission still open 


As of October 21, the House of Refuge 
Mission located on the corner of 95th Street 
and 103 A Avenue can no longer prepare and 
serve meals on the premises. Health 
Inspector Glen Jenkins from Capital Health 
said the aging building does not meet health 


code standards, and that they cannot be 
granted an extension to come up to standard 
due to the lapse of their registration as a 
society in the province. Their charity status 
with Revenue Canada is still current. They 
are still permitted to serve tea and coffee. 








evening meal, has a zero i patia sn of coh 
at their facility s SC 







ously ‘under the. 
influence of alco 
or drugs were re- — 
_ directed tothe — o 
™ House of Refuge. 
Health board vio- 
lations include 
severe structural — 
f problems, infestaiiog 
of mice and prob- _ 
lems with food stor- 
age. Colin Chong, who works at the mis- 
sion, said they will continue to hold services 
as usual, every evening, and to be open’ from 
5 p.m. to about 9 p.m. nightly. They can give 








The House of Refuge receives 
funding apd has no eee? staff. 


Who’s Who at Elizabeth Fry Society of Edmonton 


The woman who sold me a copy of Street 
News has an effectual smile, short black 
hair, and is in a wheel chair. She told me I 
should write an article about “Me and 
Money”. I am the “Me and Money” 
Coordinator and Facilitator at Elizabeth Fry 
Society of Edmonton. Walking through a 
layer of snow, trying to keep my eyes open 
because I haven’t had my coffee yet, I see her 
and a friend sleeping on the back porch at 
Elizabeth Fry. Her “good morning” is melodi- 
ous this morning despite being woken up 
and asked not to sleep here anymore. 

My name is Lisa Tara Eden; I prefer to be 
called by my middle name, Tara. I meet with 
women in groups and one on one to teach 
tehm how to budget their money, make their 
money stretch, repair and build credit, and 
cope with financial stress here at Elizabeth 
Fry, at correctional centers, and at various 
organizations in the community. 

Elizabeth Fry Society of Edmonton pro- 
vides services for girls and women who are at 
risk or in conflict with the law. Women can 
come here for a cup of coffee and read the 
newspaper. Some women use Elizabeth Fry 
as a mailing address until they have a home. 
We have a washer and dryer for women to do 
laundry. On Thursday afternoons and Friday 
mornings there is a clothing room with many 
brand new clothes donated by Winners. 
There are crafts Wednesday mornings and 
personal development groups on Friday 
mornings. 

Ann Delorme, our Receptionist, is a real 
pearl at Elizabeth Fry because she is often 
the first point of contact for the women who 
come in here. When she meets you she may 
laugh. “They first come to me and I direct the 
women to the people they need or the servic- 
es they require (giggles), it could be food 
bank, clothing, resume writing, income tax.” 

I have also asked our Executive Director, 
Toni Sinclair, and most of our staff to give 
you some information about our roles here at 
Elizabeth Fry. 

Toni smiles, “My role is to support the 
team that we have in place right now; to sup- 
port all the front line staff and to work with 
our current board of directors to make sure 
we have a clear vision for the future and that 
we maintain what we’re doing now to help 
the women as well as continue to meet their 
needs in the future.” 

Shawna Stein, the Community Resources 
Coordinator and Stoplifting Program 
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Coordinator: “My job is to help women create 
positive change in their lives and support 
them along their journey. Clients can access 
support and assistance in a crisis, on a short 
term or long term basis. My job consists of 
connecting clients to outside community 
agencies as well as internal referrals. Some 
areas of assistance can be housing, finances, 
addictions, mental health, programming, 
counseling, food, clothing, emergency assis- 





I help these girls to 
hopefully make better 
decisions about potential 
life choices that could put 
them in conflict 
with the law 


tance, income support, court support, and 
emotional support.” 

Maggie Mercredi, the Aboriginal Women’s 
Program Coordinator glows with native pride, 
“I provide one to one support, life skills work- 
shops and presentations, creative circles, 
sharing circles, traditional parenting work- 
shops, sweat lodge ceremonies, medicine 
pickings, cultural campouts, and other cul- 
tural outings, advocacy with other agencies 
and organizations, referrals to elders and to 
Aboriginal organizations.” 

Zelekash Alemu, Operations Manager, 
always has a million things on her desk. “I 
look after all the nitty gritty administrative 
stuff of the agency. My position is just like a 
glue keeping everything together and making 
the agency go smoothly.” 

Heather Jones Moore is the Program 
Manager and apparently makes really good 
coffee: “I ensure that we are providing appro- 
priate services by monitoring these services 
to make sure we are up to date with current 


trends and by keeping a good eye on reports, 
quarterly and monthly, and statistics to see 
if there’s anything we need to be looking at to 
improve services. I meet with the program 
coordinators to ensure that services are 
being carried out, and provide regular super- 
vision for individual staff development and 
training needs.” 

Tanya Behm, the Work for Women 
Coordinator, is committed to helping women 
reduce barriers when it comes to havinga._. 
criminal record: “I support their job search 
(resume development, access to job search, 
tools like faxing or photocopying, provide 
referrals to job placement and education 
training institutions. Also how to address life 
issues such as mental health.” 

There is no question that Sherry Ackeral, 
our Prison Liaison and Pardon Program 
Coordinator, plays an integral role in 
women’s lives. “I help women while they are 
incarcerated to provide them resources and 
info for their release as well as helping them 
go through the pardon process once they 
have waited the sufficient amount of time. 
The pardon process helps them clear their 
criminal record and remove any barriers they 
may face in regards to employment, educa- 
tion and volunteer opportunities.” 

When I walk into Brittani Sorenson’s, the 
Girls Empowered and Strong Coordinator, 
office everything is awry. She holds a tiny 
puppy who licks my fingers, “I help these 
girls to hopefully make better decisions about 
potential life choices that could put them in 
conflict with the law because a lot of our 
clients say that the time in which their life 
took a turn down the wrong path was in 
their teen years. I try to help them prevent 
the wrong turn down the path that could 
lead to crime.” 

Jackie Horesji, the Court Program 
Manager, has been with Elizabeth Fry for 
twenty years. “I work out of office in the 
Court House where we offer support and 
information, providing legal referrals to 
women who are going through the court sys- 
tem. We also offer services in Domestic 
Court Room, Family Court, and Child Welfare 
Docket Court and also our services extend to 
Satellite programs in Sherwood Park, St. 
Albert, Morinville, Stony Plain Court, and 
Fort Saskatchewan.” 

Christine Stevens is passionate about 
helping our youth in the legal system. “I 
work from the Law Courts of Edmonton and 
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_ York Hotel tavern ordered 
closed - York appeals 


than 50 years, among them a street scene of 
Fort Road. 

And closure of the bar does not necessar- 
ily mean less violence. Water seeks its own 
level. If you empty a cup of water on the 
floor, you have the same amount of water, 
just it is spread over a much larger area. 
Closure could mean that the patrons dis- 
perse to other bars in the area, possibly to 
118th Avenue and Jasper Avenue. 
‘jimmy Lindadumont 
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oversee the Youth Court, CAFFY (Court . : i the 

Assistants for Female Youth), aa Legal k beth Bry by Te tarber, Activis so ae dat a ry 0 bel the 
Clinic programs. | also assist with the coordi- Ser; a es : friend made clothes for the babies, brought 
nation and implementation of the 101 0 inte in fresh straw for bedding, and brought in a 
Family/Child Welfare Court programs. In : . an dav ible. : | 
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same applies for individuals who are appear- 
ing in Family/Child Welfare Court. The 
CAFFY program matches girls (again having e : 
been charged with offences under the Youth — Rjjzq 
Criminal Justice Act) to (female) mentors who ee 
act as positive role models providing addi- 
tional support and resources. The Legal 
Clinic program is operated bi-weekly from 
The Edmonton Institution for Women and 
utilizes lawyers who volunteer their time by 
providing advice and referrals to individuals 
who need this information.” 

We'll finish with Florence Ellis, the 
Changing Paths Coordinator, who was earlier 
today helping participants make the ‘ole 
mighty tuque’ for our cold Canadian winters. 
“The Changing Paths program admittance is 
on a continuous-intake basis which allows 
women to begin the program immediately. 
Through discussions, life-skills lessons, out- 
ings, various crafts and sewing projects, par- 
ticipants gain self-confidence and begin to 
build a supportive network. The program is 
run out of the Attendance Centre and the 
Elizabeth Fry office.” 

That’s the shtick on the staff at Elizabeth 
Fry. So come in and say “hi”, access our 
services if you need them, and you’re always 
welcome to a cup of coffee. And to the Street 
News vendors — keep selling Street News - I 
hope to buy it more regularly! ; 
By Tara Eden sais 
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The Adventures of a Street Pastor 
BY Pedro Schultz 
Chapter 13 

Today I want to write about how God 
helped me not to become a fanatical 
Christian. I like to refer to fanaticism as a 
type of tunnel vision where a person focuses 
on a small area without looking at the 
greater reality. 

Can you believe that I once believed that 
everyone, who wore lipstick or jewelry, 
watched TV or smoked was definitely not a 
Christian? Who am I to make such a judge- 
ment? Only God knows for sure who he has 
adopted into his family and in what state of 
maturity each of his children is. I have since 
met Christians who once didn’t fall into the 
category I had placed them in. Another form 
of fanaticism was to believe that everyone 
who had an addiction would be immediately 
freed if they accepted Christ into their lives. 
Although this has happened to some, the 12 
Steps of Alcoholics Anonymous and other 12 
Step groups have helped many thousands of 
people get free from their addictions. These 
steps are based on principles of the Bible 
and focus on a relationship with God. Many 
people come from dysfunctional homes, insti- 
tutions or foster homes where their addic- 


All for the love of God 


tions were a way to cope with the behaviour 
of those around them. 

I have found the 12 Steps helpful in get- 
ting more control over my bi-polar condition. 
I attend JJAM (Just Jesus and Me) and also 
the Rock of Recovery. 

I’ve found it so freeing to know God loves 
and helps me when I trust him. I found steps 
four and five especially helpful. Here I listed 
everything I could think of that I had ever 
done wrong in my life as well as my accom- 
plishments. Then I drew a Christian cross 
over the list and wrote 1 John 1:9 on the 
crossbar. I then trusted the promise that God 
had forgiven everything I had done wrong 
cleaned me and would never hold those sins 
against me. I felt like a brand new person 
each time I did this. I’ve done this three 
times so far. 

In step 5 I confessed all I wrote down to 
someone I trusted completely to never men- 
tion these things to anyone. It was special to 
have them pray for me and then confirm that 
God had forgiven me. The person promised a 
blessing over me. 

As a street pastor I encourage everyone 
with an addiction or compulsion to get help 
from a 12 Step group or other rehab places. 
It was so special to recently sit in ona 


Narcotics Anonymous meeting in Henwood 
with three addicts I knew and to listen to 
how people had obtained victory over their 
addictions. 

My desire as a street pastor is to encour- 
age people to obtain and develop a friendship 
with God. Twelve Steps have helped many to 
make God real in their lives. 


Community Service - completing 
my sentence in the community 

If a judge sentences you to do commu- 
nity service hours, you are assigned to a 
non-profit agency to work them off. I was 
sentenced to 100 community service hours at 
the People in Need (PIN) House. I did one 
hour doing dishes there and after showing 
up twice more was told they have too many 
volunteers. Then I was sent to the 
Attendance Centre. Here a person can come 
any day doing eight hours at a time. You reg- 
ister at 8 a.m. I spent time with community 
clean-up, stacking wood at a camp, and sort- 
ing clothes at the Sacred Heart Church for 
their big used items sale. 

I was treated very well and due to my 

age was given special consideration. I felt 
good that’my sentence is now complete. My 
curfew of 11 p.m. to 7 a.m. is now over, too. 


Political Incorrectness - Morally Wrong or Biological Imperative? 


Bobby 


Bobby came in the emergency depart- 
ment around ten in the morning. He was a 
very attractive child with bright eyes and a 
smile that could melt your heart. “I was try- 
ing for three (rungs) on the monkey bars and 
I fell,” he chirped. Although he was in obvious 
pain, Bobby was a very stoic and co-opera- 
tive patient. The x-ray was positive - Bobby 
hada severely broken arm and needed sur- 


gery to reset the arm. A post-operative x-ray 

is required, so I met Bobby again. He was 
i little tired, but still smiling and was asking 
people to sign his cast. Everyone had fallen 
in love with this six-year-old and people 
lined-up. 

A week or so later, I received a requisi- 

tion for a portable x-ray in paediatrics. I was 


very surprised to see that the requisition was 
for Bobby - “post surgery, right arm”. What 
happened? Bobby was sitting up in his bed 
with his arm on a pillow and a look of death 
on his face. I immediately discovered the x- 
ray was of the stump of his right arm. My 
heart sank. Inside, Bobby was the same 
beautiful kid I had met a week ago, but on 
the outside, Bobby was now DIFFERENT! 

When Bobby started grade one, some 
of the kids avoided him, some kids stared at 
him and others were down right mean and 
aggressive. The aggressive kids were relative- 
ly easy to single out and sanction; they were 
labelled, ‘Bad’! As a result, the ‘Bad’ kids 
were even angrier with Bobby, because he 
got them into trouble. It was explained to 
Bobby that these kids are just mean and 
everything else is just fine. “Don’t let it both- 
er you.” 


Dealing with differences 


Even a six-year old can connect the 
dots. Everything is not fine, why do some 
kids stare and others avoid him. It is 
because he is different and humans have a 
hard time with difference. His classmates are 
not inherently BAD, and they should not be 
labelled and sanctioned as such; they like all 
human beings are simply reacting to ‘differ- 
ence’. Reaction to difference is biological not 
moral. 

Why do human beings have such a 
hard time handling difference in others? 
Significant differences in the physiology of 
other people such as colour, size, strength 
and physical appearance make us biological- 
ly uncomfortable. Observing differences in 
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others may even compel us to behave irra- 
tionally. Political correctness proponents 
seem to believe that the modern-rational 
human brain is capable of ignoring physical 


and social differences in others, fostering 
unfettered egalitarian attitudes and behav- 
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The Fires 
Chapter 15.2 
Sharon Spencer 


I should tear myself away from this com- 
puter. There are dirty dishes that need my 
attention and a house that could be a lot 
cleaner. There are cookies to be baked and 
so many other things. Instead I have opted to 
pour my soul out to an audience that I may 
never see. Here I stand before you naked and 
unashamed with only the thin veil of truth 
on my side. 

If you have chosen this book for light 
reading or small talk at the dinner table I 
apologize. What follows in the next chapters 
is none of these. It is my life story written in 
my own life blood, written at great cost and 
great physical pain to myself. In some places 
it has not made me very popular. However, I 
decided to take the road less convenient and 
be a seeker and teller of the truth. This is a 
story that needs to be told. In telling, free- 
dom will come, not only for me, but hope 
fully for the children of the circle game. Plus 
many others that are not gifted with the gift 
of words as I am. I speak for them. 

As a good journalist reports only 
details and leaves the summation to you, so 
do I. Some of the stories are disgusting and 
hard to write. However, they are a part of the 


Political Incorrectness 
Continued from page 6 


iours. In today’s world, discrimination, 
stereotyping and judgement are dirty words. I 
disagree! These words describe the basic 
instincts of survival, not some vague breech 
of morality. 

Instead of inferring that discrimina- 
tion, stereotyping and judgement are bad if 
not immoral, why not look inside each 
human for a common origin for this behav- 
iour. Gee, there is one - our brain! Deep in 
the basement of our modern-rational human 
brains is a remnant from the past, our sur- 
vival centre. Every vertebrate has one. This 
basement dweller is instinctive, reflexive and 
unconscious. 

Almost everyone has heard of the 
Fight, Flight or Freeze’ response. This is a 
physiological response triggered in every ani- 
mal brain when confronted with what could 
be a life or death situation. When one animal 
comes across another animal, this ancient 
part of the brain kicks-in. The blood pres- 
sure, pulse, and glucose levels all rise, the 
stomach turns, reflexes sharpen and you 
start to sweat; does this experience sound 
familiar? 

Like other animals, humans experi- 
ence this ‘threat response’ when confronted 
with real and immediate threats of life or 
death. Unlike other animals, humans also 
experience the ‘threat response’ and all of its 
physical symptoms, when presented with 
abstract threats i.e., “Just the idea of 
harm...” For example, the first day at a new 
school. This is not an immediate life or death 
threat, nevertheless it is an unfamiliar envi- 
ronment filled with unfamiliar people and the 
very idea is perceived as threatening - the 
adrenaline kicks in, and you may find your- 
self in a very uneasy and uncomfortable bio- 
logical state. Anxiety is your survival centre 
working overtime in the face of abstract 
threats. 

Humans use the same techniques as 
animals to assess a potential foe; that is, 
they must assess the relative strength or 
weakness of the unfamiliar person instantly! 
Anyone who says they do not discriminate 
and are not judgemental is lying, at least in 
the biological sense. Humans react to any 
new person by immediately sizing the other 
up. We size-up each other’s strengths and 
weaknesses all day, everyday — both real and 
abstract. Once a decision is made, as to 
whether or not the new person is a threat 
(real or abstract), we react accordingly and 
the uncomfortable symptoms of fear and 
stress subside. 

In a biological sense, it is easy to 
understand that the more unfamiliar a new 
person is, the longer it takes to resolve the 
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story and the story must be told in it's 
entirety to be true. In conclusion, we must 
simply let it stand for what it is - the truth. 
The Bible says the truth will set you free so 
set me free, Jesus. 

What happens to someone who is 
raped then thrown away like the newspaper 
at the bottom of a bird cage, whose only sur- 
vival defense mechanism is to forget and 
move into a new day leaving the old day 
behind. Down deep inside I was being filled 
with dark, smoldering, undetected fires of 
regret and rejection that required tending 
constantly. Tending the voices that spoke out 
of the fires became a full time job. What hap- 
pens to someone who looses their identity? 
You try to fill it with other things like booze, 
sex, drugs, anything that keeps you from 
remembering. None of it gives you what you 
want. Only for a moment they fill the hollow- 
ness inside but they never replace what was 
stolen. They’re like counterfeit cures for 
silencing the cries within. 

Troubled to put a voice to my loss and 
the three weeks of bleeding afterwards, I felt 
very embarrassed and humiliated and afraid 
to turn to anyone but my closest of girl- 
friends. They were unable to understand the 
deep sadness of my loss. When I should have 
been crying at the top of my lungs, 
“Betrayal, betrayal, betrayal! Help,Mama, | 
stress. This is probably the biggest single 
reason we fear the unknown; we simply do 
not have enough information to make a 
quick decision. Therefore, we use short cuts 
to get a quick picture. We simply discrimi- 
nate salient differences, categorize these dif- 
ferences and associate them with past expe- 
rience - we stereotype! Please note that 
stereotypes are simply a way of categorizing. 
Stereotypes are not inherently bad e.g., fire- 
fighters are brave and nurses are dedicated. 
Of course, some stereotypes may be misin- 
formed e.g., university students are excep- 
tionally smart. Unfortunately, abstract fears 
and our ability to resolve such fears are 
based on previous learning, including social 
rules, rumours, stories, propaganda and 
rarely on actual personal experience. 

The trick is to understand ourselves 
first, acknowledge the fact we have this 
ancient animal survival centre living in the 
basement of our modern-rational brain. And, 
it sometimes gets in the way of perfect social 
relations. Instead of using our modern- 
rational human brain to creatively sanction 
so-called politically incorrect behaviour, use 
it to understand how the survival centre 
affects us and even protects us in our daily 
interactions. 

I believe that the majority of politically 
incorrect behaviour is a result of ignorance 
rather than evil! Most human discrimination 
and judging of others is carried out by the 
‘survival’ part of our brain and is uncon- 
scious. Imagine meeting your future boss for 
the first time - feel the stress? Upon entering 
his office, you see a scarred, disfigured per- 
son greeting you from a wheelchair. Unless, 
you have experience with such a person, 
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need you help me,” I was fearful she may 
have not ever understand that I felt I had 
failed her. I tried to say to myself, "It's another 
day and you've got to live thorugh it." 
Certain things were still required of me. 
I still had to work at the job my Father 
got for me. I didn’t want to disappoint him 
any further or awaken his displeasure. "Don’t 
cry. Crying is for babies." How many times 
had I heard that? Just brush it of. Life 
will be better tomorrow. After all, maybe I 
really made a huge mistake but Bruce would 
be out of jail soon and still would love me. He 
always said he did. Once more I put my 
total faith in someone not capable of living 
up to the high standards I imagined, for 
something inside me had long been denied 
love. My very being cried out for love and 
attention. Somewhere in my mind it had all 
been reversed. No longer was I the chaste vir- 
gin but the unloved, starved child who found 
solace in sex . I had withheld sex and not 
been loved. Now maybe someone would love 
me. 

Unknown to me the dominos of rejec- 
tion, failure and rape were being lined up 
one leaning end on end against the other, 
over and over and over again, ready to topple 
end on end bringing unceasing destruction to 
life as ’d known it. 


you will feel uncomfortable. This uneasy feel- 
ing is normal, not immoral. Throw away the 
sanctions and the guilt and replace political 
correctness with understanding followed by 
compassion. Xntrx 


PETER GOLDRING 
Member of Parliament 
Edmonton East 


The Last Post 


At 8 p.m. every evening of the year in the Belgian town 
of Ypres, a small crowd gathers at the Menin Gate Memo- 
rial, standing in silence as a bugler plays The Last Post. 
The ceremony is in memory of the soldiers of the British 
Commonwealth who died during the Ypres Salient of the 
First World War and who have no known grave. 


Ypres is a town almost totally destroyed in three years of 
battles lasting from 1914 to 1917. Students of Canadian 
history know that the battle of Passchendaele, one of the 
bloodiest in our history, was fought just outside Ypres. The 
names of 6,940 Canadians are inscribed on the Nenin 
Gate. The last survivor of the battle, who was also the last 
surviving WWI soldier who had seen action in the 
trenches, Briton Harry Patch, died earlier this year, aged 
noite 


In Canada we are far removed from those Flanders fields 
that became a final resting place for so many brave Cana- 
dians. While Ypres remembers daily, we hear The Last 
Post once a year. 


But on that one day a year, November 11 at 11 a.m., we 
take time to remember, to pay tribute to the more than two 
million Canadians who have served this country in uniform 
since Confederation, especially the more than 110,000 of 
them who lie in foreign graves, forever young. By honour- 
ing them we show respect for their legacy: our country — 
our freedom. 


Today Canadian soldiers are continuing that legacy, 
working to bring lasting peace and freedom to the war torn 
country of Afghanistan 


We will not forget. It may not be a daily event such as is 
held in Ypres, but { feel it is important we take the time to 
remember. 


What do you think? 


www.petergoldring.ca 


780-495-3261 
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The City of Edmonton has signed an Accord with the Aboriginal - 
Community. What does it mean to the Aboriginal people who live here? 
Discussion period to follow. 


Public meeting — Edmonton Street News | 


7 p.m., November 10, 2009" 
Aboriginal Commission | 


on Human Rights and Justice 


Speaker: Muriel Stanley Venne, C.M. 
Place: Second-floor boardroom 
Boyle-McCauley Health Centre 


10628 96 Street 


Muriel Stanley Venne is vice-president of the _ 
Métis Nation of Alberta and a long-time advocate 
and spokesperson on Aboriginal issues and con- 


cerns. oS 
She speaks honestly and passionately about 
what she sees and knows about the conditions 
that many Aboriginal Canadians experience in 
our?and their?country. She understands how 
home-grown colonialism keeps Aboriginal 
Canadians from giving and taking their fair 
share of what Canada offers its citizens. She 
believes that in helping make Aboriginal lives _ 


better, she (and we) can help make Canada bet- © 


ter. At ESN’s next public meeting, she will talk 


‘and answer questions about the Aboriginal _ 
Commission on Human Rights and Justice 


This i ts the second in an ongoing series of public meetings featuring community leaders 


who have knowledge and experience of matters relating to the poor, homeless, and disadvan- 
taged in Edmonton. Next in January: John Kolkman, research and policy analysis co-ordinator 


of the Edmonton Social Planning Council. Details in the December issue of ESN and on com- 
munity notice boards. 


Opinion 





Changes needed to deal withhomeless 


No one should die because they cannot 
afford health care,and no one should go 
broke because they get sick. We are only as 
strong as the weakest among us. Stop the 
Alberta government from destroying health 
care. 

Every one of us on the earth lives at 
one of three levels: survival, success or sig- 
nificance. Most of the world lives at the sur- 
vival level. Half of the world's six billion live 
on less than $2 a day. Over one billion live 
on less than $1 a day. That is the survival 
level. If you live in Canada, you live at the 
success level, even if you feel poor. Most of 
the world would love to have our problems. 
Right now in Edmonton we have 4000 home- 
less. Do you think that only these people are 
guilty of this? Are only mental health issues 
and addictions the cause of homelessness? 
Thinking about this, maybe the government 
is responsible for this, at least to an extent. 
or, perhaps we all are together...... We can do 
something ! WELFARE STATE: A substan- 
tial portion of citizens exist in an environ- 
ment where they are encouraged to depend 
upon government funding to live. This exist- 
ing mindset is reinforced by the government 
rules not allowing the dependants of this 
state to generate extra income without nega- 
tive financial ramifications. When a depen- 


dant generates extra income, it's then 
deducted from his/her funding, up to the 
value of their funding, with the risk of losing 





funding altogether. This then causes the 
recipient of said funding to fear working for a 
living because they aren't convinced that 
they can make enough money on a regular 
basis to justify the loss of government fund- 
ing. ADDICTION RATES-Upwards to 90% of 
the Canadian homeless are addicted to some 
form of thought manipulating chemical 
(drugs and alcohol) or gambling. The general 


social consensus is that to deal with the 
homeless issue, more "affordable housing" or 
homeless shelter beds need to be made avail- 
able to them. Although the desire to make 
their environment more consistent with com- 
fort and longer life is noble, it does not 
address the issues that originally made them 
homeless - the addiction. FINANCIAL INTEL- 
LIGENCE: From the onset of grade school 
children are conditioned to depend upon 
other institutions to meet their financial 
needs (a job). This stifles creative abilities to 
find imaginative ways to generate incomes 
independent of outside institutions. This 
condition is then reinforced as the child 
reaches senior high school, college and uni- 
versity when she/he is indoctrinated with a 
philosophy of finding a job with a good start- 
ing salary and excellent benefits. The typical 
financial education teaches individuals that 
liabilities (residence, personal vehicle etc) are 
assets. An "asset" is not something that costs 
money to utilize, It's something that gener- 
ates money to utilize (rental property, work, 
vehicle, etc). As a result individuals are 
prone to borrow money against an expense 
slipping them farther into debt. These 
actions are considered "wise investments” 
when a truly wise investment is where the 
asset borrowed against can pay its own debt 
(a business loan).These issues are further 
aggravated by the concept of "living for 
today", purchasing needless and useless 
"things" (video games, recreational vehicles, 
etc). While purchasing things in and of itself is 
not bad, the things that are being purchased 
are generally purchased with debt (bad debt) 
and often with debt that is borrowed on 
other debts(a credit card that is secured with 
a mortgaged residence. These issues are 
further reinforced by government policies 
that award the saving of government funds 
with negative financial repercussions within 
government programs (if a program doesn't 
use it's entire budget for the fiscal year, it's 
budget will be cut for the following fiscal 
year). This concept often drives government 
programs to purchase unnecessary "things" 
which can, and often do, drive the govern-. 
ment into debt. CONCLUSION:-Recipients of 
financial assistance are not rewarded for 
earning their keep. Drug, alcohol and gam- 
bling addicts aren't receiving help for their 
primary issues. Individuals and government 
institutions are not taught or encouraged to 
use financial prudence. REQUIRED 
CHANGES:-offer financial incentives to all 
recipients of financial assistance to actively 
assert themselves toward financial independ- 
ence, divert efforts to create" affordable hous- 
ing" and homeless shelter beds to creating 
"appropriate housing" in the form of "addic- 
tion rehab beds" and change the government 
policies of financial disbursement and spend- 
ing to allow for saving and financial pru- 
dence. Change school curriculums to teach 
about business establishment and owner- 
ship, and change mindsets on what assets 
and liabilities are. 

By Edin Viso 


The stigma of disabilities must be overcome 


In our society having a disability means 
carrying the stigma that becomes like a shad- 
ow in everything we do or we try to accom- 
plish. The barriers are "subtle" but nearly 
insurmountable and hard to live with. 

Having a disability means to be at the 
mercy of the powerful and uncompassionate 
persons that have the need to discriminate, 
judge, label, and/or denigrate people in order 
to feel powerful and to override their own 
feelings of insecurity and worthlessness. But 
it is up to us that we do not allow the judg- 
ment of others to become our ‘brand’. 

We must have the courage to decide 
not to shrink and fade into an environment 
of marginalization and to be at the mercy of 
the limitations and lack of conscience that 
exist in our society for people with disabili- 
ties. Our value as human beings and our 
rights are not gifts that are to become an 


endowment only apprehended by people 
without disabilities. 

Having a presence in our society 
without stigmas and labels will provide us 
with the ability to pursue our dreams and 
ensure that our possibilities are unlimited. 
Our striving is to be active contributors not 
recipients in our society. 

We must have the courage to come 
out of the shadows and to stop being invisi- 
ble and considered a burden to society. Only 
then, the stigma of having a disability will 
cease to define who we are and it will not 
define our worth as human beings. 

We are worthy human beings with 
incredible gifts and talents to be shared in 
this world. All we need is the integrity of a 
possibility. We need equal opportunities in 
order to succeed. 


By Maria B. 





